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Bg ae O T to have been involved ia any Guilt, thar 
¥PG can {tare one’s Confcience in the Face, and 
af N ftain it over with the pale and fickly Hue of 
i Remorfe 5 but to be able to look chearfully 
into One’s Self, and there, pleafingly, behold 
a found and healthy Mind, that never knew 
infirmity of confenting, in a fingle Thought, toa dif- 
ourable and ignoble Action, and that ftands firmly and 
jarely best againft it ip all future Tryals ; Is the Poffeffion 
fiueh a Bleffing, that few, who pafs for Mer of the 
“ft Honour, have led their Lives fo intirely free from 
mifh, as barely to guefs the true and real Value of fo 
ecuifite a Fruition. But tho it is owing to the Frailty and 
specility of human Nature, that this Degree of Perfection, 
fpeaking of, is rarely attainable among the Sons ef Men ; 
t, ail, who are defervedly called Men of Honour, in pro- 
yn as they have a Confcioufnefs of their own iaward 
ab, muft have a Share of this inward Delight, which 
cannot magnify by any thing from without themfelves 
mach, a3 by finding a Companion, whofe firm and ftable 
onftitution of Mind, has been caft in the fame fine and 
fing Mould of Honour and Virtue with their own. 
When Souls of fach afuperior Form, of fuch an Heroick 
¢, as I have been difcribing, look Abroad, and difcover 
mong their honeft Inferiors, Minds capable of receivi 
faeft Impreffions, and only in Danger of being render’ 
ren by Poverty, Ignorance, Il] Example, and other 
ies of the Times; it is then they take a kind of God- 
ie Pleafure, in being communicative of their own vaft 
nes: It is then they ftrive, with ay Bxertion of the 
oft Praife-worthy Charity, to affift that Poverty, to cure 
at Ignorance by falutary Dottrines, to fubftitute the more 
iuencing Power of their own good Example in the Room 
the Evil Patterns given by others, “till, by peat: 
buries of the Times into Benefits, they raife up their lowly 
d obfcure Neighbours, to be, as nearly as poffible, the 
ight Images of themfelves. ~ : 
The Man, who thus making a friendly Search into the 
inds of his Fellow-Creatures, whom Fortune, or rather 
kovidence, hath affigned to ftand ina Station of Life be- 
kath him, doe:, wherefoever he finds the Soi} is promifing 
id likely to fructify, implant early Virtue, and fow the Seeds 
Honour and Wifdom Jetimes; that Man, tike {ome 
adian and Soul-cultivating Angel, will moft affuredly 
ad the Harveft of his Merit copious and joyful: That 
I, greatly and {weetly- con{cious of his having been the 
appy Author of the growing Worth of other Men, will 
eap the Fulne{S of Content and Glory, and may, in fome 
afure, be faid, Tohave ravifhed .a Tafte of Heaven before 
Turo. Such a Man cannot. well help confidering himfelf 
be, as it were, fortunately and providentially placed in a 
a& of Superior Beings, who make it one of the principal 
joyments and Ends of their Exiftence, to approve them- 
esas fo many powerful Proteétors, Guardians and Patrons, 
ly..and ‘houtly Agminiftring. Helps, Comforts and 
beffings to all thofe, who are tubordinate to their Care. 
The State of {uch a.happy Mortal, isbut halfa Remove lower 
han that of Lumortality > it,is but.a little diminifhed.from 
effonimthe State of Ange's. If this Power of doing Good to our 
witimpatriors and our,poorer Neighbours, be accompanied with 
ifm Pleafure fo fublime, with fo divine a Bleffing, as I have 
t yee ®® efcribing, and be at the fame time eafily attainable 5 
would be apt co imagine, that all thofe, who were 
tkily placed within its Reach, would be for ever grafping at 
»and would never be.without it. But the Cafe is quite 
Mid clean otherwife.—-— However myfterious it may ap- 
far in Speculation, yet fo.it certainly falls out in Prattice, 
tat hourly Opportunities continue to offer this Joy.and 
batis'aétion to all Well-educated and Noble Perfonages of 
mth Rank and Fortune in the.World; and yet, very imall 
ed, is the Number of thofe, who will vouchfafe to 
mbrace that Offer. In a Word, This Bleffing continually 
Courts, and rarely, meets with, the Aeceprance of the Great. 
All Perfons, who are the Favourites of Fortune, who 
BSive in the exalted Stations of Life, who are “gifted with 
age Potfeffions, and are (urrounded with a Multiplicity of 
“uters and. Dependents, and whofe Figure requires them to 
Pp a numerous. Retinue of Servants, have the Bleffing, 
lhave teen fpeaking of, conftantly in their Power. For 
ti Great and Houcurable Perfons have it in their Power 
‘aid, if all Honourable Men were Men of Monour, they 
Would likewife have it in their Wills) to look abroad into 
0. .Families of narrowand pinching Circumftances, and 
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difcreetly and charitably pick and choofe from thence, for 
their Domefticks, the Virmous Diftrefs’'d of both Sexes, 
who have been vifited with Poverty and Humiliation, and 
reader'd lowly enough to become Servams3"and whole Dif- 
cretion, adapting their Nature and their Defires to their 
Conditions, has. matte them learn: the Spirit of Obedience, 
Docility, Fidelity, and Diligence, which is the fure Way to 
become good ones. The Pleafure and the Profit, that will 
arife to us, both in this and the better World, from inftrnét- 
ing the Ignorant in Wifdom and Virtue, can never be greater 
than where that Spiritual Work of Mercy is exercifed by 
Mafters, as theit Duty direéts them, towards their Servants. 
A good Mafter may be confider’d as the Soul of his Fa- 
mily, who communicates Life, Spirit, Motion, Action and 
an Air of Dignity to all the Members @f it, who are un- 
der his Direction and Influence. The Man of Genuine 
Worth, who makes a Choice of proper Perfons for his Ser- 
Vanits, improves them by good [nftruétion, and animates 
them by his own good Example, muft neceflarily bring them, 
inthe Courfe of Time, to be, in fome meafure, like Hienfelt 
If he does this, he will fursith his Houle better than a Royal 
Palace, that is not filled with fuch Servants, tho’ that be 
never {0 plentifully adorn’d with Sculptures, Statues, 
Pictures, Gold and Jewels; becaufe his Houfe will be the 
Habitation of Wifdom, Virtue and Honour. If fuch a 
Mafter be at Home, and a Stranger; who wants. Accefs to 
him, defires ic of fuch Servants, the Stranger will be pre- 
judiced in his Favour, even before he beholds him; for it 
is eafy, Obvious, and natural, to read in the Voices, Lodks 
and Geftures of the People below Stairs; what fort of a 
Perfon one may expect to meet with above. Nay, fuppole 
him even Abjent, he remains in fome meafure at es by 
leaving fo much of the Force of his Prefence behind him, in 
thofe, who reprefent him: He réigus in the civil Carriage 
and obliging Deportment of his Domefticks ; and their grate- 
ful Manner of receiving all Perfons who inquire after him, 
and covet to fee him, does manijfeft!y proclaim the Goodnefs 
and Greatne&S of their Mafter. Thus all the Honour, ae 


(fo likewife) the Difhonour of a well-govern’d or mifcofe 


ducted Family, reverts to the Source, from whence it is dee 
rived, and either clears or pollutes the Fountain: Head ; cither 
brightens or obfcures the Chara&ter of Him, whofe Bufinefs, 
Intereft and Duty, it is to regulate and command it. 

I well know, there are but too many haughty Flutterers, too 
many awkard Fizures, and wealthy Wretches in the World, 


‘made eg By and unthinking by too much Profferity, 


who may faid to dream, while they are bread awake, 
That all People of low Condition, without Exception, omght 
to be overlooked 3 and abfardly and grofly imagine, the very 
beft of Seevants, becaufe they are, Servants, fhould not be 
treated as it they were of the fame Species with themfelves, 


but prefer-their Dogs and their Horles before them. When 


thefe Ignorants, who have juft learn’d that their Fortunes in- 
title them tothe Name of Gentlemen, thew fuch an ungentle 


and inhuman Djfpofition, their Underftandings are abundaat- 


Iy too coarfe to be come at by fine Railery: They ought 
to be bluntly told, without Ceremony, That good Servants 
might make good Maffers, and that theirs, confequently, 
were pofiefs'd of worthy Qualifications, of which them- 
felves appeared to be intirély deftitute. They ought, in 
pei plain Terms, to be informed, That jaff and right Reafon 
had placed,their very Servants, far above them, In the va- 
luable Efteem of ai! fober and difcreet Gentlemen, tho’ 
themfelves were pleafed, very unreafonably, to deipife them, 
becaufe blind Fortune, without Demerit of theirs, had placed 
them feemingly and Lape pcial) lower. 

It may be the Lot of a Man to be of alow and obfcure 
Birth, and yetof a high and noble Spirir, to have ar firft 
a ocdni Asitoeition and a narrow Fortune, and yet to have 
a Soul naturally and emphatically Great, and (0 afterwards to 
have his Mind wonderfully opened andinlarged. it feems to 
me to be theVidtary aud Boaft of Wature over Fortune, That 
fhe can produce fuch valuable Creatures, as we may often {ce 
in the moft abje& State of Servitude, and in the loweft Life, 
Atrue and trufty Servant, a p/etn-dealing, faithful Menial, 
is a Jewel of Nature, and an igeftimable Treafure to a Perfon 
of the greateft Fortune ; who, may be then truly laid to have 
increaied that Fortuac, when he fhall have fonad fucha one. 

The Compaffion .that we think, dye to hoeneft Men, on ac- 
count of theic Poverty, muft, after their having approved 
their Integrity.in.our Service, be alcer'd, cei d, and jn- 
rich'd inte apacticular Regard, ind a.gencrons and rec fible 
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! from beftowing, as wedo 
at firft, our fe upon thé, we at length find’ our- 
felves obliged, from an_inward Impulfe of Gratitude, 
to bear an Affection cowards “therzh. 1 have, : for this 
Reafoh, confider’d it as%a well-(pisited Piece of Ad- 
vice in Monfieur BR WY_BR EB, wito writes like an accom- 
plifh’d fine Gentleman, when he cou all, of thar Rank, 
Zoureat 4 GOOD OLD SERVANT rather like a FRIEND 
* SERVANT. And cruly, fince the Proverb, which 
"We all tnow what we are; but not one of us all whut 
be may be, is {carce more commonly heard from the Mouths 
of little People, than it is fatally and experimentally feen 
in the fudden Falls, the alarming Surprizes, and unprovided 
Cafualties of the Great; it is far from impoffible, but that 
fach a Mafter may ftand in need of fuch a Servant for his 
Friend, and find him, wpon Trial, a much better, than any 
of thofe inconftant Comrades, whom the Vulgar World, in 
their miftaken Phrafe, would be apt to cal] bis Berrers. 

Tivery lately had a Story told me to this Purpofe, by one 
of my Friends, and if the Relation of it affetts the Reader 
in the fame Manner, as it did me, he will not be difpleafed, 
that I give it him by way of Example, as the Conclufion 
of this Difcourfe. : 

There is a Gentleman of my Acquaintance, faid my 
Friend, named Belmont; & Perfon of DiftinGion, who filled 
and adorned an honourable Poft in the Army, and be- 
haved him‘elf commendably well in a confiderable Com- 
mand during the late Wars in Flanders. He is Honeft, 
Brave, Hearty, Sincere, Generous, and Affable; was gene- 
rally courted for his Company by his Brother. Officers, 
and univerfally beloved by his Soldiers. In thofe the 
Sunfhine Days of his Profperity, Belmont held dear, and 
as his Bofom-Intimate, a Gentleman, by Name, Celjus , 
and had one particular Servant, whom, on account of many 
rare Qualities, which he perceived and cherifhed in him, 
he loved above the reft, and treated, as Monfieur Bruyere 
advifes, more like a Friend than a Servant; and whom, 
for the Sake of his Fidelity to his Mafter, we will call Fido. 

Belniont, and €elfus lived, indeed, like true Friends to- 
gether : And, as if each thought the other's Intereft his own, 
they commutually, as Exigencies on either Side required, 
furnifhed one another with confiderable Sums of Money, 
and defired no better Intereft or Security, than the Affurance 
each had of his refpeétive good Offices beifg placed out 
to fufficient Advantage, by being firm!y rooted in the 
kind Memory of the our: At length, when they had long 
loved and lived together, Celfus, as Fate would have it, 
was called away to another Quarter of the, World: Never 
fure did Soul and Body part with more Relu@ancy thor 
thefe Friends parted, being Jefs certain when, and whierc, 
and how, they fhould meet again. Much about the fame 
Time, his trufty Man Fido, having been formerly bred to 
a Trade, and got a little Stock by his Mafter, and bis 
Mafter’s Acquaintance, who all befriended kim, had Thoughts 

- of fetting up in the World. His Mafter, when he dil- 
tharged him, added to the Salary Rs him, a very 
handiome Prefent, and wifhed him g Fortune in the 
‘World, with fuch a Familiarity and Condefcenfion, as 
made the Wifh more endearing than the Prefent. “ After that 
“* wif, Ican’t fail of it, Sir,” faid the Generous Menia!, with 
Tears in his Eyes: And, with a polite Honefty above his 
Condition, which he had imbib’d from his Mafter, he added, 
« If it be my Lot to thrive in the World, amidft al] my 
« Pleafures, the greateft Satisfaétion I fhall have, will be, 
<°°To teil all the congratulating Friends about me, That 
“* the good Word of my Honoured Mafter Belmont, was the 
* ficft Source of my Reputation and Credit, as his Favour 
‘© was the ficft Foundation of my Fortune.” 

After this, if we behold poor Belmomr, it muft be under 
a Cloud of Evils: He met with feveral crofs and fevere 
Accidents in Life, which reduced him to narrower Circum- 
ftances, than fuited fo liberal and fo large a Soul: He, who 
delighted in extricating others out of Troubles and Per- 
piexities, at amy Bapence, was, at len h, involv’d in great 
Difficulties himfelf. Ina word, His Affairs were brought to 
thar Extremity, that a certain Sum moft be punttwally 
paid by Belmont on {uch a Day, or Belmont be expofed, in 
all likelihood, to fuch an indecent. Diftrefs, as it is painful 
to think might ever fall to a noble-hearted Gentleman’s 
Share to undergo; ihe being ask’d, and at the fame Time 
incapable to Pay 

‘The Day gtew near, and masy Meafures he had try’d, 

‘but try’d im vain, to make Provifion againft it: It was his 
Fortune to be acquainted with many Perfons of Fathion, 
who had been lavifh of their Promifes and Vows of Friend- 
fhip, and profufe, even to Prodigality, ‘in offering him 
their Services, at Times, when they well knew they had no 
room for procceding beyond the naked Offer. He tried 
them all round, in their Turns, to a Man: And found them, 
every Soul of chem, all falfe alike. I muft mention, in par- 
ticular, one Major Plaufible (among thofe gentlemanly !m- 
poftors, thofe well-bred Leceivers, thofe polifh’d Hypo- 
crites) who feem’d to be the very Reverfe of our Major 
STRDEAST: He had been loud, above all, in his Pro- 
te‘lations of unfeigned and unchangeable Friendfhip to- 
wards Selmaat; Ten times the Sum, in queftior, was not to 
be fcrupled, whenever the leaft Occafion demanded: The 
greateit Occafion demands it: —— A Teoth Part is only 
wanted to fave his Friend from fore Affi@ion —— Per- 


item For théie Peérfons 5 


’ beeter than fmiling i: cea may be faid, under 


haps Imprifonment and Ruis.— Well! the Favour jg 
Pe zealoufly asked of him, and all the preffiag ¢;,.. 
ances deciared.-—— This great Promiier hears then 
unmov’d ; afd when I fay, Thac fie at Jatt, tho’ role 
Wealth, gave acold denying Antwer of the fame Stame® 


‘the reft, doe® it not paint to us thole mel-bre4 Fig 


(as fome may foftly call them ; but, as IE mult cay g 
thefe vile Lip-fervices, io a (urpriding, a Marling 
Does it not recommend them to what they defery 
Mixture of our Contempt and Difdain for fach fale } 
fons, and of our Horror and Deteftation fog. thei: ps, 
and Falfhood? Call we thefe Genlemen? “Phat are 


Mafque of Frieadtfhip, ro 
already wourded and affli& 
fivoy and kill his Peace ? Th ing Of infnaring g 
nappers of Mens Souls, thar d away a poor di 
tented Mind by falfe Peomi‘es, to Fob it of the litres 
ee 2 poss ed by gilded Baits, to betray ‘. 
alamities, that would be, otherwiie, quite fore; 
Thoughts. ba pron 
How fhall we fee poor Belmont, who has the T- 
fuch Acquaintance, St of the Hands of Mifery Aa 
Reader will be pleafed to be informed, That Celfus jg 
turn’d to Englind, as much in the Abundance, as pete 
was in the Want of all Things, and fertled within 4 w 
or two of London, On him were Belmtont’s Eyes compos 
bly turn’d from the fad Scene that threatend him. 
he is fure to be right; Heve his Addreffes muft pren 
I can fancy myfelf walking over the Fields with Belp. 
and hearing him communicate his Thoughts to me: 
thinks, I hear him fay, Heis no longer to groan nde | 
Misfortunes, than till they can reach the Ear of gi 
They want nothing towards being reliev’d, but beiitg by 
ly laid before him: Then Belmonr is to pleafe him, yj 
telling him the Tale of the Falfhood and Meannefs of 
other Acquaintance. Thus foothing his Imagination, p; 
mont atrives at the Houfe of Ce/fus, is receiv’d with ay 
Warmth of Friendfhip; At length he opens his 
plaint, and tells the Story of the Ufage he had met yj: 
Here the generous Reader will be ftunn’d —— Being 
Story was as unprofitable in the Ear.of Ce/fus, as if al} } 
prefent Sufferings, and their former Friendfhip, had be 
a Fable: Celfus had been in Frame, had quite loft ¢ 
Briton, and had learnt, among other Fafhions To } 
complaifantly falfe. In a word, Celfxs was Plaujible ay 
all over. : 
As Belment was returning Home crofs the Fields, love 
with heavy Refle@ions, That he could have laugh’é at # 
Difappointments which he met with from a Hunde 
Triflers, if Celfus had known on’t; and now co find th 
Celfus was a Trifler alfo ; with whom fhonld he pz 
dentially meet but his old Man Fido! who was walkie 
out with an Intention to lie that Night at his Countrilil 
Lodgings, fot the. Benefit of the Air. © Fido would w 
part of the Way back with his old Mafter: And find 
him yery Melancholy and Sorrowful, befought and is 
plored him to tell the Caufe of it. —— At length Belm 
half fmiling, faid, Thou can’ft not help me in it, hos 
Fido, — Then with a Sigh, faid he, Ah! now I thi 
ont, I will tell thee, for thou knoweft Ceifur. —— 
muft remember him. —— Sir, reply’d Fido, and 
fhall. — I can’t forget your beft and deareft Friend, ye 
Other felf; I hope in Heaven he is not dead! — Have 
_tience, honeft Fido, faid Betmont + and told him the whe 
Story: Juft as he had finifh’d it ; and had fhewn him, tia 
Celfus was dead to him, they reach’d a little publick Ho 
on the Road. —— Fido, without anfwering, 
him-to walk in, called for a Pen, Ink, and Paper, 
wrote a Note for the Money, which was fomewhat under 
Hundred Pounds ; and giving it his Mafter, faid thus; / 
glad at my Heart it was a Sum within my Power to help 
‘10, without breaking in upon my Stock, and my Credit 5 beew 
then, though This is nothing, the Tryal bad been bard: Bu 
| a fincerely, I believe 3 fhould bave parted witb it 4 
ar you; for, Sirs I owe it All to you. To cut this Stoy 
fhort (fince my Paper is run beyond its ufual Length) alte 
many edifying Difcourfes berween Mafter and Man oa © 
Occafion, which ‘tis pity fhould be loft, they parted. 
Here, Let us not only confider what Ceifus was, @ 
what Fido was to Belmont ; Celfus a Friend and a Comp 
nion; Fido a Menial Servant: But fer us likewile refied 
what the rich Celfus is, and what poor Fide is at prete 
Fido is an ingenious Weaver of fine Silks, Celfus a polite 
Wearer of much finer; than Fido perhaps can weve. 
So far all is well. — ‘The vaft Difproportion of their Fo 
tunes, and ‘their different Situations in Life, require it. 
But how then fhall we reconcile this Matter, Thac Cel/# 
after alt this mighty ‘Difference in Sabftance and Figer 
fhould be only the Gentleman in Appearanee, Fido in Rea!t 
To this it js eafy to anfwer, That the Stage of Life ts !¥° 
that in the Theatres, where the principal Parts a@ed, # 
not always the beft : It is not whar Pare we aét, bot o” 
we a& it, that makes People give us their Appiaule- 
have frequently known a cwefty Servant the chief Om 
ment of a well-written Play: It is the fame in the Wor'd: 
Good Servants are no inconfiderable Graces. and Ornament 
of Human Life. 


-lay a Man, whofe Spirit 
hey may intirely ¢ 
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